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Agaricus moronii Kerrigan sp. nov.

Holotype: Specimen RWK 2045. Moosehorn Lake, Summit Co., Utah, USA, 26 Jul. 2009. Leg. R. W. 
Kerrigan, deposited in SFSU herbarium.

MB 802564

A f f in it i e s
Section Arvenses; close to A. summensis and A. sp. ‘RWK 2283.’

Notable Features
Moderate to robust size and stature; whitish color; stem equal or enlarged below; almond odor; 
high elevation coniferous forests (above ca. 2000 m); known from northern Utah and California.

Descr i pt ion
PILEUS 6–17 cm diam., broadly convex, somewhat irregular, undulate, about plane at maturity, 
glabrous, dull, whitish with yellowish areas, becoming yellow when handled to orangish- brown 
in age; context white, unchanging or becoming amber yellow below disc when exposed, ca. 
10–25  mm thick; odor of almonds. Lamellae close, ruddy choco late brown becoming 
blackish- brown, ca. 10–20 mm broad. STIPE equal and truncate below, or equal above a broader 
base, to spindle- shaped, 3.5–10 cm long × 15–50 mm; surface glabrous, whitish, or yellowing 
near base; interior appearing solid or with a central pith- fi lled area, context white, essentially 
unchanging; base shallowly rooted in conifer litter (or entire basidiome buried  under rotten 
wood). VEILS forming a collapsing supramedian pendent white annulus.

SPORES dark brown, ellipsoid, (6.2–) 6.8–7.1 (–7.5) × (4.3–) 4.6–4.8 (–5.1) μm, mean 
size 6.9 × 4.7 μm, L/W = 1.48 (N=110, C=4). In immature collection RWK 2110: BASIDIOLES 
cylindro- clavate, ca. 15 × 7 μm. CHEILOCYSTIDIA/cells of the lamellar margin in an orang-
ish matrix, mostly cylindrical, tangled, erect or repent, terminal elements mostly cylindro- 
clavate, 16–18.5 x 6.5–7.5 μm,  these hyphae occasionally subterminally septate, occasional 
ellipsoid cells observed,  these possibly slightly clumped, 8–18 × 6–8 μm.

Chem istry
Unavailable

RWK 2110. Calaveras Co., California [SFSU]. × ~0.95.
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Habit,  Habitat, 
Distr i but ion
Solitary or in pairs. Known from 
mature collections at Alta, Salt 
Lake Co., and near Moosehorn 
Lake, Hwy. 150, Summit Co., 
Utah, in Picea forest at about 
3000 m elev., July; and from an 
immature collection from Calav-
eras Co., California, with Calocedrus
and other conifers including 
Sequoiadendron, ca. 1500 m elev., 
May; and probably from Yuba 
Co., California, ca. 2000 m elev.

Etymology
A species that like its namesake 
Moroni can also be seen above 
Salt Lake City.

Discuss ion
Agaricus moronii was frequent in the Wasatch Range of Utah in July 2009. The fl aring bases of 
the stipes  were the most striking feature of the older, partly desiccated specimens. The ITS 
DNA sequence of this species is unique. One relative is A. summensis, which often has an at-
tenuated stipe base. Both species may be associated with buried wood.

Edibi l i ty
Unknown

Agaricus  Section Arvense s

A. moronii: collection RWK 2045 [Type, SFSU]. Moosehorn Lake, Summit Co., Utah. × ~0.4, ~0.4.




