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Family  Cortinariaceae Morphological Habit  sequestrate

Cortinarius magnivelatus Dearness ex Fogel

Distribution :  Known from two sites within the range of the northern spotted owl: CALIFORNIA, Siskiyou Co.,
Bear Springs; OREGON, Jackson Co., along highway 5 at the pass near Mount Ashland.  Also known from Lassen
Volcanic National Park, through the southern Sierra Nevada mountains and into Nevada and Utah.  Not known from
Washington.

Distinguishing Features:  Characterized by white sporocarps and a white, membranous, persistent veil that
darkens on handling.  The veil tissue has numerous clamp conntions.

Season:  Fruiting from May through August.

Substrate and habitat:  Forms sporocarps beneath the soil surface associated with the roots of Abies concolor, A.
bifolia, A. magnifica, Picea engelmannii, Pinus lambertiana, and P. ponderosa above 1,500 m elevation.

References:  FOGEL, R. 1994. Materials for a hypogeous mycoflora of the Great Basin and adjacent cordilleras of
the western United States II. Two subemergent species Cortinarius saxamontanus, sp. nov., and C. magnivelatus, plus
comments on their evolution. Mycologia 86:795-801.  THIERS, H., AND SMITH, A.H. 1969. Hypogeous cortinarii.
Mycologia 61:526-536.

Description:  CAP 30-65 mm broad, convex becoming plano-convex, sometimes
becoming shallowly depressed to umbonate; surface moist to dry; usually
appearing glabrous when young, occasionally silky-appressed fibrillose, becoming
innately fibrillose to somewhat tomentose, white when young, becoming pale
yellow to yellow, then moderate orange-yellow to dark orange-yellow with age
or bruising; margin incurved to strongly decurved; attached to the stem by a
membranaceous veil during all stages of development.  GILLS  adnate to
shallowly depressed; white to pale orange-yellow when young becoming near
brown-orange to yellow-brown when mature, unchanging when bruised;
thin, not fragile, even when dry; several tiers of gills present at margin;
abundantly forked near and at the stem; margin entire becoming locally
eroded at maturity, entirely covered by veil.  VEIL  (cortina) persistent as a
heavy, thick membrane, remaining attached to the stem, satiny-white, spores
deposited inside.  STEM  15-60 x 10-30 mm broad at apex, typically somewhat
bulbous at base, occasionally equal to tapering slightly, flesh white,
unchanging.  ODOR AND TASTE not distinctive.  PILEUS CUTICLE  differentiated
only as a narrow layer of compactly interwoven hyphae 4-5 (-8) µm in diam
obscured by organic debris.  FLESH composed of interwoven, hyaline 4-10 (-15) µm in diam hyphae.  STEM composed
of dextrinoid, appressed parallel hyphae 3-5 µm in diam, a few 10 µm in diam.  Veil composed of hyaline, dextrinoid,
thin-walled, appressed, parallel hyphae 3-6 µ in diam.  CLAMP  CONNECTIONS common.  BASIDIA  4-spored, 27-40 x 7-10
µm, clavate, hyaline, thin-walled, base truncate.  STERIGMATA  2-4 x 1.5-2 µm, conical, straight to slightly curved.
PLEUROCYSTIDIA  absent.  CHEILOCYSTIDIA  reviving poorly, 18-23 x 4-6 µm hyaline, thin-walled, cylindric, ventricose
or nearly filamentous.  SPORES ellipsoid, 8.5-11 (-14) x 5-8 µm, asymmetrical, minutely verrucose to rugulose, pale
orange-yellow, thin-walled, immature spores dextrinoid.

ROD name Cortinarius magnivelatus
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